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should be called ventral cerebellar, has been traced in 
the monkey to the superior vermis byway of the superior 
cerebellar peduncle, forming in its course a remarkable 
loop over the fifth nerve. Scattered fibres belonging to 
the fillet can be traced as far as the anterior quadrigemi¬ 
nal body of the same side. J. C. 

i'SWIIi u.o<;i< Al.. 

The Usual Fit-Id in the Insane trad its If ela¬ 
tion 1o the Other Senses. Dr. Luigi Roncoroni, of 
Turin, has collected considerable material in Professor 
Lombroso's clinic in Turin, which he has published in 
the September number of the " (liornale della R. Aeea- 
<lemia <li Medicina di Torino." IIis conclusions arc: 

i. That the visual field is more frequently irregular 
when it is somewhat restricted than when it is normal or 
much restricted. 

In mania the visual field is, in half of the eases, 
normal. It is frequently simply contracted, without any 
irregularity of its border. In one case only was it much 
contracted. 

In melancholia it is normal in a very small proportion 
of eases ithree out of eleven i. It is more frequently 
restricted (eight out of eleven i. In two eases it was very 
much restricted, and in one case the border was irregular. 
Those eases in which the visual field was normal were on 
the way to recovery. 

In monomania the visual field is quite frequently nor¬ 
mal (seven out of eighteen casesi, but slightly restricted 
in seven out of eighteen. These fourteen cases presented 
no irregularitv of the field. In one case it was restricted 
and irregular, in two eases much restricted but irregular, 
and in one case much restricted and irregular. 

In epilepsy the visual field was found normal in only 
two eases out of eleven, regular in live cases i in two of 
which it was restricted and one much restrictedi. In 
half of these cases the field was irregular. These results 
agree with those of 1 )r. Ottolenghi, published in a former 
number of this journal. 

In progressive paralvsis the visual field was normal 
in one ease out of four, restricted in three cases iof which 
one was irregular). 

The alterations of the visual field are not always 
due to alterations in the fundus of the eye. of the vision, 
or of the refraction, but. as was demonstrated, more the 



PERISCOPJ-:. 


207 

expression of the condition of the central nervous system. 
It was also shown that the variations in the visual field 
are more frequent in some forms of mental disease than 
in others; also that its relation to the other senses varies 
greatly. AY. C. K. 

Minor Vs1/c/i ic Distilrbaiices in Women. —Be¬ 
fore the British Medical Association, section in Psvchol- 
ogy 1 of which a report is contained in the " British Medical 
Journal,” Aug. 20, 1892), Dr. II. Campbell recently stated 
that women, under all conditions tending- to upset the 
general health, are extremely liable to psychic disorders. 
Environment is the chief factor in producing such mani¬ 
festations. Let any woman, of whatever mental calibre, 
be housed and fed like the average woman of the slums, 
and she, too, will develop certain mental symptoms, espe¬ 
cially during pregnancy, when weakened by lactation, or 
by menstrual disturbances. Thousands of women, dis¬ 
playing distinct psychic symptoms, come annually to the 
London hospitals. Of these I Jr. Campbell has carefully 
analyzed two hundred cases of non-insane women. The 
insane temperament and cases of hysteria are excluded. 
Depression of spirits is almost universally present; irri¬ 
tability, sensorial and emotional, generally exists; fear, 
like anger, is readily excited : a feeling of impending 
insanity is common; loss of memory and power of atten¬ 
tion are frequent, especially at the climacteric: unpleasant 
dreams often occur. 

I11 regard to the foregoing states. Dr. Campbell calls 
attention to the fact that the first thing to decide is 
whether they are due to an imperfect organization, as 
determined by heredity and environment, and how far 
to the operation on the nervous system of a vitiated 
plasma, such as necessarily accompanies any interference 
with the general health. 

Defective organization predisposes to psychic disturb¬ 
ance. On the other hand, ptomaines, leueomaines, and 
uric acid can produce psychic symptoms that vanish on 
the substitution of normal plasma. Molecular structure, 
however, may be so affected by the prolonged action of 
the toxic principle, that some time must elapse after tlie 
blood has regained its normal composition before nerve- 
tissue can entirely regain its tone. The habit of depres¬ 
sion, irritability, morbid fears, loss of memory and power 
of attention, unpleasant dreams, and a feeling of impend¬ 
ing mental unbalance, remains for awhile after the 
original cause is removed. One by one, disagreeable 



